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THE BALLET SCHOOL OF WOODBRIDGE HERALDS IN 25TH YEAR AS TORONTO’S LEADING DANCE SCHOOL AND ADDS HIP HOP, JAZZ, TAP, MUSICAL THEATRE AND ACROBATICS TO MULTI-DISCIPLINE STUDIO

Founder and Artistic Director Gilly Chaplin a Force in New Dance Craze Spawned 

By Hit TV Shows Like Dancing With the Stars and So You Think You Can Dance

(TORONTO, February 16, 2007) – The Ballet School of Woodbridge (TBS) heralds in its 25th anniversary as Toronto’s premiere multi-discipline dance school this year, and begins an initiative that celebrates why the school has owned its business category every year since 1983.

Headed by Founder, Artistic Director and former ballerina Gilly Chaplin, TBS exemplifies the lost art of refinement and “finishing schools”, an asset over 600 students gain every year from September to August at the Woodbridge-located dance facility.  Most recently, So You Think You Can Dance finalist Blake McGrath held master lyrical jazz lessons for 60 lucky students.

For 25 years the cornerstone of the TBS dance programs, ballet and pointe and jazz have been joined by the more contemporary disciplines of tap, musical theatre and most recently, acrobatics and hip hop, making the school a must-go alternative to the National Ballet of Canada for kids and young adults.

With a teaching and administrative faculty that never wavers in its devotion to the art and technique of dance, Chaplin calls her staff and teaching assistants “among the most skilled and committed instructors in Canadian dance schools today.  Their experience in the field of performing arts, health, fitness and etiquette never skips a class.”

The Ballet School of Woodbridge enters 2007 with one of the most successful track records ever in the Canadian dance studio business.  As Ontario’s consecutive number one-rated ballet and dance facility, the school promotes the purity of ballet, and the seven other dance disciplines it teaches in 100 classes a week.
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Chaplin, who was born in San Francisco and received her early training at England’s Royal Academy of Dance, is an associate member of the Society of Russian Ballet (SRB) and currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Society of Russian Ballet.

After moving to Canada in 1975, she received a full scholarship to study ballet in the U.S. at the renowned National Academy of Dance in Illinois and at various dance institutions in New York, including American Ballet Theater, The Joffrey and Dance Theater of Harlem.  Upon graduation, Gilly performed with the Pittsburgh Ballet Company, the Pennsylvania Ballet Company and the National Ballet of Illinois.

As a hugely successful entrepreneur since she was 18, Chaplin proudly notes the school has produced a distinguished list of graduates who have moved into strong professional careers in the world of dance.  The Ballet School of Woodbridge’s continuing reputation for cultivating mannered, skilled and exemplary young dancers has reached beyond the town limits of Woodbridge.  Many graduates have been accepted into such programs as The National Ballet School of Canada, the Quinte Ballet School and the highly competitive Ryerson Theatre Arts, York University and George Brown College.  Others have risen to become performers with the National Ballet of Canada, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the Australian Ballet Company, and even on Broadway.

The Ballet School has become what its Founder Chaplin has always envisioned -- a thriving, innovative and core cultural centre in Vaughan, and a highly respected school of dance in the professional community throughout Canada and North America. 
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